INTRODUCTION

THE records published in this volume comprise letters that passed between
the Court of Directors and the Secret Committee at London on the one
hand, and the Council and the Select Committee at Fort William and
individual members of these bodies on the other, during the years 1757 to 1759.
There are often long and irregular intervals in the issue of these letters.
Altogether 74 letters have been included in this volume, 17 of which emanated
from London and the rest from Bengal. The subject matter of the principal
letters to and from the Court of Directors is usually dealt with under the
following heads: (1) shipping; (2) goods from Europe or from one part of
India to another; (3) investments; (4) trade of India and transactions with
the country governments; (5) fortifications, buildings and revenues; (6) cove-
nanted and military servants; (7) accounts; and (8) matters concerning the
Company's charter. The letters throw light on almost all the important
aspects of the Company's affairs in Bengal and also touch upon the changing
politics of the country at a very critical period of her history.

In going through these letters one is impressed by the candid way in
which the correspondence was carried on. The tone of the letters is business-
like and practical. With rare exceptions, the officers of the Company are
mediocre in talent, poor in attainments and unscrupulous in character. Most
of them, not excluding a man like Drake, are incapable of thinking and
expressing clearly. Some of the letters are specimens of clumsy presentation
and confused thinking, Clive's letters are generally marked by felicity of
language, clarity of ideas, and a coherent and convincing way of presenting his
views, and they make a delightful reading. We shall first survey the political
and diplomatic events of the period before taking up the other aspects of the
Company's activities.

SURVEY OF POLITICAL EVENTS,, 1757-1759
Capture of Calcutta by the Nawab
Sirajud-Daulah seized the English factory at Cossimbazar on 3 June
1756, and that at Calcutta on the 20th. The Nawab resorted to this action
because the English, in contravention of the established custom of the country,
had raised fortifications in Calcutta, abused free-trade dastaks, and persisted
in giving protection to the Nawab's rebellious subjects. On the fall of
Calcutta, the English merchants retired to Falta on the Hooghly, arriving
there on 26 June 1756, and the Dutch supplied them with provisions
other necessary stores from their small settlement in the neighbourhood.
stayed there for six months without any harm being done to them, or
any notice being taken of them, by the Nawab's Government, and this shows
that the Nawab did not want to expel them from his country. In faet,? on
8 September 1756, two months after they had left Calcutta, Raja ManiLQiitod,
the Nawab's Governor of Calcutta, ordered a bazar to be opened at Rate for